
Spring 2017

LFHA Homeowner
Newsletter

Spring Yard Waste Pickup
Tuesday, May 23 (rain date, May 24). Please have all yard waste in paper bags or 
tied in 3-4 foot long bundles and placed curbside by 7 AM. Allowable yard waste 
includes leaves, twigs, small branches, dead plants and other organic material but 
NOT grass clippings. Anything other than yard waste will not be picked up. This 
service is provided by LFHA in 
conjunction with the Champaign 
Township Road Department.

If you wish to dispose of yard 
waste at other times you may 
drop it off at the Township Road 
Department facility at the end of 
Kearns Road, east of Staley Road. 
The yard is open on non-holiday 
weekdays 7am-3:30pm. Please do 
not leave materials outside the 
gate at other times.

Notice of Annual Meeting
The Annual Members Meeting of the Lincolnshire Fields Homeowners Association 
will be held Tuesday, May 9 at Lincolnshire Fields Country Club. Complimentary ap-
petizers and a cash bar will be available at 6:30 and the meeting will start at 7:00. Please 
plan to attend to share your thoughts about our area, discuss the 2017 budget, our new 
suggested guidelines, and select new board members.

Lincolnshire Fields Web Site 
Be sure to check it out if you haven’t done so already as it has calendar updates, current 
and past newsletters and minutes of the annual membership meetings as well as the 
covenants that are in effect for the subdivision. The address is www.lincolnshirefields.
com. Additionally, we are encouraging all homeowners to sign up for a neighborhood 
website at www.nextdoor.com which is a private social network that is devoted and 
oriented to subdivisions like ours.



President’s Message
Lincolnshire Fields Neighbors: 

In my first message to homeowners I said “My goal as the newly elected President of Lincolnshire Fields Homeowner’s Association is 
to work with the Board and homeowners to do everything we can to assure that Lincolnshire Fields continues to be one of the premier 
subdivisions in Champaign Urbana.”  Your Board has taken a first step in that direction by developing the Guidelines you see in this 
issue of the Newsletter.  I want to thank the Board for their work on these Guidelines as well as several residents who made suggestions 
for improvements to the first draft which was shared some time ago.  I look forward to the discussion at the May meeting.

I am pleased that there has been significant improvement in the appearance of several properties and that the overgrowth along 
Kirby has been cleared.  The island in the cue-de-sac in Bentbrook Ct. has been landscaped.  There are indications that there may be 
movement on the foreclosure property on Farmington.  

We have seen a significant number of dead and dying trees removed, which is important for appearance and safety reasons.  
Unfortunately, due to the Ash Borer and the fact that some trees are not long lived, we will continue to need to remove trees.  For that 
reason, I am pleased that we have been able to arrange with Country Arbors a discount program, described in this newsletter and on 
our website, for the cost of purchasing and planting trees.  Your Association will continue to offer a $100.00 payment to owners who 
plant a tree in the front of their home.

I look forward to working with many of you to keep Lincolnshire Fields a premier subdivision. Please contact any board member or me if 
you have comments, complaints, or suggestions. Our contact information is available on our web site: lincolnshirefields.com 

Thanks,
Wes Seitz, President Lincolnshire Fields Homeowner’s Association w-seitz@sbcglobal.net
649-9294

Kirby Avenue Bridge Update
After meetings with the City of Champaign, Champaign Township, Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), State Senator Rose 
and Representative Hayes, seven Homeowner’s Associations and other interested parties, there has been progress addressing safety 
concerns on the Kirby Ave. overpass. 

The speed limit on Kirby from Staley to Duncan was reduced to 35 mph, the same as the Windsor Ave. overpass. The City 
Council authorized the installation by September 2017 of warning lights that may be activated by pedestrians and cyclists before 
crossing the bridge. The City Council approved funding studies of improving the Kirby Ave. overpass as was accomplished on 
the Windsor overpass and of the feasibility of creating a multi-use path along the Copper Slough under Interstate 57 from  
Kirby Ave. to Cobblefield Rd. 

Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) engineer indicated that improvement of the overpass would likely not occur until 2023. 
The City Council has been unanimous in support for addressing the Kirby Ave. issues. City staff has been optimistic that they can 
work with IDOT and our state representatives to keep the project on target for completion in 2023.

Vacancies on the LFHA Board of Directors
The elected terms of three directors will expire in May. We would like to have new directors from time-to-time so that the board 
has a broad representation amongst the members. If you are interested in serving, please contact Wes Seitz thru the contact on our 
website or directly to his email.

2017 TREE PLANTING PROGRAM
We are delighted to announce that Country Arbors is partnering again with your homeowner’s association for a fall tree planting 
program. Trees purchased this year will be discounted 20% with a 5 year guarantee or 25% with a 1 year guarantee. The cost of 
planting will also be discounted 20%. You may visit Country Arbors at your convenience to select a tree and arrange a planting 



date. If you choose to plant the tree, Country Arbors will deliver the 
tree at no charge. If you have a tree planted in your front yard or in 
the parkway (the area between the sidewalk and the street) you may 
apply for a $100.00 rebate from the Homeowner’s Association. For a 
tree in the parkway, the tree should be selected from the approved list 
(http://ci.champaign.il.us/departments/public-works/residents/trees/
approved-tree-species-list/) and must be approved by the Township. 
Since the last annual meeting, your Board of Directors has worked diligently to update and draft guidelines to the 
 

Keeping Sidewalks Clear
The Association occasionally receives a complaint about vegetation partially blocking a sidewalk.  This can be a bush or scrub growing 
over the sidewalk or low hanging tree branches. Homeowners are expected to prune the vegetation so that pedestrians have full use of 
the sidewalk.  If the board or the Township receives a complaint about vegetation growing over a sidewalk, the owner will be asked to 
clear the vegetation that is over the sidewalk.  If the owner does not do so, a Township crew will prune the vegetation. 

Since the last annual meeting, your Board of Directors has worked diligently to update and draft guidelines to the By-laws which have not been 
done in many years. Topics covered include structure and landscape maintenance, lighting, yard signs, vehicles, yard debris, and how to encourage 
compliance with our guidelines. Over the years, there have been common and persistent concern from homeowners on these types of topics and the 
Board believes that it is in the best interest of the subdivision to state in more detail the types of conduct that most homeowners expect in continuing 
to make our subdivision a premier location in Champaign-Urbana. We urge you to review our updated policies here below and to attend the May 9th 
annual meeting to provide us with your thoughts and suggestions with respect to this update.

Lincolnshire Fields Homeowner’s Association Policy on Continuing Maintenance 
of Dwellings and Properties
Lincolnshire Fields (LF) is one of the premier subdivisions in Champaign Urbana. It is comprised of several subdivisions that were developed over a 
period of 50 years with covenants in effect for each. The Lincolnshire Fields Homeowner’s Association (LFHA) was organized to promote the health, 
safety, and welfare of its members.
 
While there are differences among the LF subdivision covenants, there are many commonalities. This policy reflects the common elements of the 
covenants and the preferences of most of owners as evidenced by their actions. It addresses issues not covered in the covenants regarding the 
maintenance of properties.
 
This policy statement gives owners an easily accessible source of information regarding the Lincolnshire Fields Homeowner’s Association’s (LFHA) 
expectations for the maintenance of properties located in Lincolnshire Fields. The policy is based on provisions in the covenants under which owners 
are “bound by reasonable rules and regulations of the Association”. Further the LFHA Bylaws state that the LFHA “has been organized to promote 
the health, safety, and welfare of the members” and has the powers “To do anything that, in the opinion of the Board of Directors, will promote the 
common benefit and enjoyment of the members of the Association and to enforce any and all covenants, restrictions, and agreements applicable to 
the areas” and “to collect any fees and assessments owing from any member”.
 

Commercial Activities
Lincolnshire Fields is a residential community and thus commercial and similar activities are not allowed. Livestock may not be kept on a property. An 
occasional yard/garage sale is allowed, as is a home office so long as it does not involve regular meetings with customers or clients.

Yard Signs
Yard signs should not be larger than 3 sq. ft. (18 x 24 inches). Realtor signs may be displayed. Signs identifying contractors serving the home should 
be displayed only for the duration of the work being done. Signs supporting political candidates or issues may be displayed from 60 days prior to an 
election until one week after the election. 



Maintenance of Structures
Homes and other structures shall be maintained in good repair. Painted or stained surfaces should not be chipping or peeling. Roofs should be in 
good condition with no missing, damaged, or excessively worn shingles. Fences should be well maintained (not have missing boards, not be leaning 
or falling over, and if painted should not be chipping or peeling). Broken or cracked window glass and torn screens should be replaced and windows 
should not be boarded over. Swimming pools should be properly maintained, debris should be regularly removed and the water treated to control 
algae and insects such as mosquitoes. The preference is for exterior surfaces (roofs, doors, garage doors, etc) to be finished in a color consistent 
with the color pallet typical of LF structures. The preference for roofing materials is shakes, asphalt shingles or materials that appear the same as 
asphalt shingles (vividly colored, metal colored roofs are highly discouraged).
 

Landscape Maintenance
A poorly maintained landscape not only negatively affects the appearance of that property, it also adversely affects the appearance of the area in 
which it is located. Homeowners are responsible for the maintenance of trees, bushes, shrubs, ornamental grasses, and any other vegetation located 
on their property. Thus it is expected that lawns will be well maintained, mowed to not more than six (6) inches in height. Leaves should not be raked 
or blown onto the street as they are a fire hazard and can clog drains. Borders and flowerbeds should be weeded regularly. Weeds taller than 12 
inches should be removed. Bushes and shrubs will be trimmed so as to not be over grown. Generally, they should not obstruct more than 2/3 of the 
view of a window. They should not obstruct a sidewalk or driveway or infringe on a neighboring property. Trees are a major long-term determinant of 
the general appearance of the subdivision and thus planting trees is encouraged. Dead trees are both unsightly and a safety issue and should be 
removed. Dead limbs should be pruned from trees.

Planting trees in the parkway, the area between the street and the sidewalk, is recommended if the space is seven (7) or more feet wide. Owners 
should contact the Champaign Township office to get approval before planting in the parkway. A list of recommended trees is available on the LFHA 
web site (lincolnshirefields.com).

Vegetation, trees or shrubs must not prevent the free and unobstructed travel of pedestrians upon a public sidewalk. The branches of trees extending 
over a public sidewalk should be trimmed to a height of no less than eight (8) feet above the sidewalk. Vegetation at intersections must be trimmed as 
to not negatively affect traffic or pedestrians safety by impairing the visibility or passage of pedestrians or vehicles.
 

New Structures and Additions to Existing Structures
The Architectural Control Committee (ACC) must approve new structures as well as exterior additions and major renovations to existing structures. 
The ACC is charged to assure that proposals meet covenant requirements and will benefit and enhance the residential development of Lincolnshire 
Fields. Structures are defined as any building, shed, fence, deck, elevated patio, basketball court, tennis court, swimming pool or any similar 
structure. Approval is not required for interior renovations, exterior painting, masonry repairs, or replacement of windows, doors or roofs The ACC 
will assure that the proposed structure is consistent with the existing dwelling’s design and materials, is within the setback limits, and that it does 
not interfere with the sight lines of the golf course, lakes, neighbors, or any other features of interest. Approval by the ACC will assure that all LFHA 
requirements are met, minimize the potential for complaints by neighbors, and avoid legal action by the Association.
 

Lighting
Lincolnshire Fields was developed without streetlights. In order to provide lighting to discourage criminal activity and to provide for the safety of 
individuals walking the sidewalks at night, each homeowner is required to have a functioning post light or equivalent illumination in the front of 
the home. The light(s) shall be equipped with a device that turns the lamp on at dusk and off at sunrise. Traditional decorative holiday lighting is 
welcomed as it adds to the festive atmosphere of the neighborhood. The holiday lights and décor shall be removed after the holiday season.

Garbage Service
Each property shall have regular garbage service. The garbage/trash containers shall have tight fitting lids and shall not be visible from the street or 
sidewalk except when placed near the street for pick up by the garbage service provider.

Yard Debris



✁

Junk, trash, debris, equipment, and other items not in use shall not be left in the yard. This includes junks auto parts, appliances, building materials, 
tires, paper, cardboard, plastic, and landscape waste such tree or brush trimmings. Items not in use include such items as camping equipment, 
ladders, bicycles, and toys. Generally, any equipment, materials, or furnishings not normally used outdoors may not be stored outdoors. Leaves and 
other landscape waste shall not be burned; it may be taken to the Township burn site or bagged for Township pickup.
 

Vehicles
A vehicle may not be parked overnight on the street. Vehicles may not be parked on the yard or similar surface. Vehicles such as campers, motor 
homes, boats, and trailers as well as non-operative vehicles (a vehicle without current license tag, with deflated tires, or not fully equipped to operate 
on a public street) may not be parked outside.
 

Compliance
An overwhelming majority of homes comply with the requirements set forth herein. Instances of owners not in compliance may be brought to the 
attention of the President of LFHA or any member of the LFHA Board. The following procedures may be followed:

 1. If the President agrees that there is a violation he or she will indicate to the owner that a complaint has been      
 received and ask that action to remedy the problem be taken by a specified date. 
 2. If the owner does not comply, the President may present the issue to the Board for action. Among the actions      
 the Board may consider are:
   1. Direct the President or another member of the Board to continue to work with the owner 
    to seek a remedy.
   2. Refer the issue to the Champaign County Township or the County Health or Zoning and Planning      
   Commissions authorities for action if appropriate.
   3. In those cases in which there is determined to be a violation of the covenants, the legal actions      
    specified therein may be followed.
   4. If after several requests for action to be taken the owner has not complied, the board may assess a      
   monthly compliance incentive fee.
 3. Any assessment or costs of remedial actions will be added to the owner’s annual assessment. 
  4. An owner may meet with the Board to discuss any of the above actions or decisions.

ANNUAL MEETING PROXY
“I hereby assign to Wes Seitz or the following named representative who is a homeowner in Lincolnshire Fields 
___________________________________, my proxy vote on any item to come before the Annual Meeting of 
the Lincolnshire Fields Homeowners’ Association to be held at 7 PM on Tuesday, May 9, 2017 at the Lincolnshire 
Fields Country Club.”

Signed ____________________________________________________________________________________

Printed Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________

If you cannot attend the annual meeting, PLEASE mail your proxy to Wes Seitz at 4014 Pinecrest, Champaign, IL 
61822 or give to a neighbor who is attending. Thank You.
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President - Wes Seitz
4014 Pinecrest
Cell: 217-649-9294
w-seitz@sbcglobal.net

Vice President - Jeff Hays
2008 Byrnebruk Road
Home: 359-1169
Cell: 351-4040 (work)
Hays2@comcast.net

Treasurer - Lisa Romero
1919 Trout Valley
Home: 355-6402
lisaaromero@gmail.com

Secretary - Rhonda Wrona
3002 Valleybrook
Cell: 217-714-5807
rhwrona@aol.com
 

LFHA Board Members
Ellen Cunnington
1804 Cobblefield Court
Champiagn, IL 61822
Home: 217-778-1990
ellen.cunnington@att.net 

Ron Endsley
4004 Lakepoint Dr.
Home: 356-2141
ronald.e@att.net

Leonard Hester
1910 Trout Valley
Champaign, IL 61822
leonard.hester@yahoo.com

Max Mitchell
3345 Stoneybrook Drive
Home: 359-4244
Cell: 369-0376
max@maxmitchell.com

The LFHA website is: www.lincolnshirefields.com

Please feel free to contact the above board members if you have any concerns or suggestions on how to improve our neighborhood.
Annual  
Meeting 
5/9/2017


